XIV
THE   SIMPLE   LIFE
THERE is a good deal of talk just now about "the
simple life/' and though I would not go so far as
to say that there is a movement in the direction
of it, yet the talk that one hears on many sides
proves, at all events, that people take a certain
interest in the question.
Part of it is a pose no doubt ; there is a dis-
tinguished, and I would add very charming, lady
of my acquaintance, who has the subject constantly
on her lips. Her method of practising simplicity
is a delightful one, as all her methods are. In
addition to the three magnificent residences which
she already possesses, she has bought a cottage
in a secluded part of the country ; she has spent
a large sum of money in adding to it ; it is fur-
nished with that stately austerity which can only
be achieved at great expense. She motors down
there, perhaps three times in the year, and spends
three days there, on each visit, with two or three